Dear IAM Members:

At our meeting in New York, we inducted an impressive group of new members!  Please join me in welcoming them.   

David Aemmer (Denver, Colorado) has been a mediator for 20 years and has mediated over 4,000 cases.  He began mediating with Bob Rack, the grandfather of appellate mediation, in the federal appellate court in Ohio in the 1980’s (now known as “vintage”).  He taught at Columbia University for a time, then started the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals Mediation Office in Denver.  Dave speaks several languages and is a well known and extremely well respected mediator in the federal court system.  Dave has taught mediation in India. 

Knox Henry (Canada) is a mediator and trainer in Canada.  He and his wife, Anne Sone, have attended many IAM meetings.
Homer C. La Rue (Washington D.C.) is Professor of Law and formerly the Director of the Clinical Law Center at the Howard University School of Law in Washington, D.C.   As a clinical law teacher, Professor La Rue teaches in the law practice training curriculum of the law school.  In addition, Professor La Rue teaches traditional law school courses and directs the Alternative Dispute Resolution curriculum for the Law School.  He also supervises the Law School's first ADR Clinic. Professor La Rue is a JAMS panelist and has had extensive experience as a labor and employment law attorney.  For the past twenty years, he has served as an arbitrator and a mediator in numerous labor and employment disputes, both in the public as well as the private sector.  He is past chair of the Maryland State Labor Relations Board, which oversees the collective bargaining statute for state employees.  Professor La Rue has lectured extensively in the dispute resolution field to a variety of business, labor and bar groups including internationally.  He has a Masters degree in Industrial and Labor Relations and a J.D. from Cornell University.  He has a BA from Purdue University.
Jim London (Knoxville, Tennessee) has been actively mediating disputes for over 20 years.  He is based in Knoxville, TN.  He continues to practice law, mostly in the area of medical malpractice defense.  He is routinely called upon to mediate complex injury and business litigation matters.

Deborah Rothman (Southern California) is trained, experienced, knowledgeable, diplomatic, persistent, compassionate mediator who engenders the trust and confidence necessary to consistently facilitate mutually acceptable settlements.  A fair, dedicated, creative, cost-conscious arbitrator of complex cases who collaborates with counsel early and frequently to effectively phase the discovery and tailor the hearing process to the clients and their particular dispute, and to facilitate the early assessment of settlement options. On December 6 and 7, 2006, Deborah will serve as a presenter at a UC training for Brazilian corporate counsel on mediation, negotiation and international arbitration. Deborah Rothman was named one of only thirty Southern California Super Lawyers of the Year in the field of ADR (2006, 2007). She was also named one of the Best Lawyers in America (2007).
Mark Rudy (Northern California) has been mediating since 1988 out of San Francisco and has now mediated or advocated in well over 3,000 cases. He can consistently be found on any California "top mediators" or "superlawyers" list, whether top 10,  top 40, or top whatever, and has achieved a significant amount of national recognition as well. He both arbitrates and mediates and is involved in approximately 160-200 cases per year. He is a Georgetown law grad and a named partner in his own litigation firm, but is probably best known for his frequent mediation of high profile, eight-figure, national and state-wide wage & hour class actions. On top of all of this, he's a hell of a nice guy....warm, witty, intelligent, good natured and considerate of others. 

Jan Frankel Schau (Southern California) After more than 20 years of legal practice, Jan Frankel Schau has mediated nearly 1,000 litigated cases. She specializes in employment and business disputes, as well as serious personal injury, professional negligence and tort matters. Jan has enjoyed enormous success in resolving disputes arising out of the complex business environment of the 21st century. She has developed a keen expertise in handling disputes by and against small to mid-sized companies. Jan is both determined and effective, practical and empathetic. She is consistently commended for her persistence and professionalism, often bringing parties together in unexpected and creative ways. Jan is recognized as a fair and trustworthy neutral by both plaintiff and defense bars. She is amongst the most sought after mediators in the Los Angeles area.
Anne Sone (Canada) has mediated and arbitrated multiple cases for the Canadian government in Ontario, Canada.  

John Sturrock, QC (Scotland) left the practice of law in Scotland 10 years ago to focus on serving as a mediator.

Perhaps the leading mediator in Scotland, he has been the principal force in introducing commercial mediation in Scotland.

An accredited CEDR mediator and well known to our UK brethren, he has mediated several hundred cases.

Eric Van Loon (Massachusetts) is a Harvard Law School graduate, has handled cases in 42 states and 8 countries, former big firm lawyer in Boston; listed in Best Lawyers in US, former Undersecretary, Economic Affairs for Massachusetts and Assistant Secretary for Environmental Affairs, arbitrates high stakes multinational business cases involving $100’s of millions, mediates complex environmental disputes involving dozens of parties, chaired the 3-member U.S. Copyright Office panel that arbitrated the first royalty rates for internet music streaming (kids, watch out), a fine person who is devoted to making the world a better place

Mariam Zadeh (Southern California) is a 9-11 survivor who moved to Los Angeles to start a new life. She initially served as an extern with Jeff Krivis and eventually joined his mediation practice. They have been practicing together for 4-5 years. Recently Mariam became the mother of two baby boys, Aria and Cameron. 

Please help me welcome them to our great organization.  See you in London.
Karin Hobbs,

Membership Chair
